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Week Ending Friday, September 26, 2003 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 20, 2003 

Good morning. Every day, millions of 
Americans put in long hours building busi-
nesses of their own. Their hard work 
strengthens the economy, creates most of the 
new jobs in America, and supplies the inno-
vation that drives our future prosperity. As 
we mark National Small Business Week, our 
Nation honors the enterprise and hard work 
of small-business owners and employees. 

Small businesses are a key to upward mo-
bility, particularly for women and minorities. 
There are over 3 million minority-owned 
small businesses across America, and that 
number is rising. And women-owned busi-
nesses now employ more than 9 million 
Americans. For the sake of all small busi-
nesses and our entire economy, my adminis-
tration is pursuing an aggressive pro-growth, 
pro-jobs agenda. 

The tax relief I have signed since I took 
office will save 25 million small-business 
owners an average of more than $2,800 this 
year. Income tax relief is particularly helpful 
for business owners who pay their business 
taxes at their individual income tax rates. We 
have reduced the burden of unnecessary reg-
ulation on small businesses, and we have 
passed much needed incentives for invest-
ment and new equipment, which will help 
our small businesses grow and create high- 
paying jobs. 

These policies are working. A recent sur-
vey of small businesses shows rising optimism 
among owners, evidence of improving sales, 
and more plans to invest and hire new work-
ers. This is good news for our communities 
and good news for people looking for work. 
Still, there is more to be done. I have pro-
posed a six-point plan to create jobs, 
strengthen small businesses, and build em-
ployer confidence. 

First, people are more likely to find work 
if we can control health care costs. We can 

help by allowing small businesses to band to-
gether and pool their risks so they have the 
bargaining power of big companies. Also, I 
have proposed reasonable limits on the law-
suits that are raising health care costs for ev-
eryone. 

Second, we need to address the broader 
problems of frivolous litigation. We need ef-
fective legal reforms that will make sure that 
settlement money from class actions and 
other litigation goes to those harmed and not 
to trial lawyers. 

Third, we need a sound national energy 
policy. Growing businesses depend on af-
fordable and reliable supplies of energy and 
a modern electrical grid so that we can avoid 
crippling blackouts. I submitted an energy 
bill to the Congress 2 years ago, and it’s time 
for Congress to pass it so I can sign it into 
law. 

Fourth, we must continue to reduce the 
burden of needless regulation on employers. 
My administration’s policy is to make sure 
every proposed regulation does not place an 
undue burden on the small businesses of 
America. 

Fifth, we are encouraging trade by open-
ing markets for our goods and services. When 
the rules are fair and enforced and the play-
ing field is level, our workers, farmers, ranch-
ers, and small-business owners can compete 
with anybody in the world. 

Sixth, we need to make sure tax relief is 
permanent. Businesses and families need to 
have the confidence that all the benefits of 
tax relief will not disappear in coming years. 
And small-business owners, ranchers, farm-
ers want the death tax buried for good. 

Over the past 2 years, Americans have 
been tested at home and abroad, but our con-
fidence and optimism have never wavered. 
We are defending the peace of the world. 
We are building the prosperity of our coun-
try. And we are turning loose the great en-
ergy and enterprise of one of the Nation’s 
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great strengths, the drive and determination 
of our entrepreneurs. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:40 p.m. on 
September 17 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
20. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 19 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks Following a Briefing on 
Hurricane Damage at the Virginia 
State Police Academy in Richmond, 
Virginia 
September 22, 2003 

If I may have your attention for a second, 
first, I want to thank Governor Warner for 
his hospitality and leading this important 
State through Hurricane Isabel. I also want 
to congratulate those of you who work with 
me at the Federal level. You’re doing a fabu-
lous job, and I’m proud of you. I know a 
lot of you have come from other parts of our 
country and your families are at home, and 
I want to thank you for just taking a little 
extra effort to help a fellow citizen in need. 

The response to this hurricane has been 
really great. The planning for it has been 
great. The response during the hurricane was 
great, and the response after the hurricane 
has been great. And I want to thank you all 
for working hard to make it happen. You 
make me proud to be a fellow employee of 
the people at the Federal level. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do. The Gov-
ernor and I were discussing the needs here 
of the citizens of Virginia. We’re going to 
keep working hard to get the electricity up 
and running. There are crews working 24/ 
7 so that people can get the electricity they 
need. I was talking to Congressman Bobby 
Scott and Congressman Eric Cantor about 
the needs of their district. And they’re, like 
the Governor, deeply concerned about the 
fact that too many of the citizens don’t have 
electricity. A lot do now, but too many don’t. 
But I want to thank the companies for bring-
ing in extra workers. And I want to thank 
those workers, who are manning the 

chainsaws and getting the lines back up so 
people can have electricity. 

In the meantime, we’re working to make 
sure that we get water and ice to the people 
so that they can move on with their lives. 
I want to thank the local folks, State folks, 
and the county and city police, firefighters 
and emergency responders and the mayors 
for their hard work as well. The truth of the 
matter is, the frontline on any emergency is 
the local people. And you’ve done your State 
proud, and you’ve done your citizens proud. 

I want to thank the people who are loving 
their neighbor just like they’d like to be loved 
themselves. There’s a lot of neighborliness 
taking place in the State of Virginia and 
North Carolina and Maryland, where some-
body hurts and somebody’s lonely, somebody 
needs help is finding refuge and solace be-
cause a fellow citizen has taken it upon him 
or herself to help somebody in need. 

You know, the true character of this coun-
try comes out during times of stress and 
emergency. And this country has responded 
once again. So on behalf of a grateful nation, 
I want to thank people at all levels of our 
Government for working extra hard to help 
our country when it needed help. 

May God bless those who hurt. May God 
bless those who still mourn the loss of life. 
And may God continue to bless America. 
Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:54 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Mark Warner of Vir-
ginia. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Iraqi Ministers 
September 22, 2003 

President Bush. We’re going to have a 
couple of statements here. First, it’s my 
honor to welcome two Ministers from Iraq— 
free Iraq—the Minister of Public Works, the 
Minister of Electricity, people charged with 
improving the lives of the Iraqi citizens, peo-
ple who the Governing Council has picked 
to lead these ministries. 

And we’ve had a fascinating discussion. 
These two good souls have found that the 
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system wasn’t conducive for—the system 
they inherited was not conducive for taking 
care of the citizens. It was a—the infrastruc-
ture was old and tired; power was central-
ized. Really, they inherited a system of a cor-
rupt tyrant. 

And their job now is to improve life. I love 
their spirit. I love the fact that they are dedi-
cated to doing their jobs. And I also appre-
ciate the appraisal of what’s going on in Iraq, 
the assessment that we’re making good 
progress toward achieving our objective. 

So thank you all for coming here to Amer-
ica. We’re proud of you and proud of you 
being pioneers for a free people. And wel-
come. 

If you’d like to say a few words, Madam 
Minister, we’d like to hear them. 

Minister Nesreen Berwari. Well, on Sep-
tember 3d, the Governing Council formed 
an Iraqi Government. And this has been the 
most significant move after two steps before 
that. Forming the Government and Iraqis 
taking care of their own affairs has been re-
ceived very well by the Iraqi people. 

A sense of progress is being sensed in the 
streets of Iraq. More work is being done. And 
the work on restoring services to pre-war 
level has been achieved. Now we’re working 
on planning for the next year program. We 
have great plans to improve services. Our 
mission is to show a different governance. 
We want to tell the Iraqis that the change 
that has happened 4 months ago is for their 
own benefit, through improving the public 
service. 

But also investing on Iraq that can become 
an asset to itself and to the rest of the world, 
an Iraq that can add values of peace and 
prosperity to itself, to the region, and to the 
rest of the world. A working Iraq is in the 
best interests of everybody, and you don’t 
have to do a lot of investment, because Iraq 
is rich, rich with people, rich with oil, rich 
with water. We only needed help in the be-
ginning, and we will do it ourself and con-
tribute to the rest of the world. 

Our visit this week is to seek support, con-
tinuous support from the U.S. Government 
who liberated us, and we’re very thankful for 
that, and to pledge and show our commit-
ment to the future partnership and coopera-
tion. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Mr. Minister, Minister of 

Electricity. 
Minister Aiham Alsammarae. Thank 

you, Mr. President, for the opportunity. We 
are, since of course the war until now, we 
are working very hard to rebuild the elec-
tricity, which is destroyed by almost 30 years 
of system, that you know how was a system 
of doing things—almost no technical back-
ground for it. 

We lost a lot of power. We lost a lot of 
powerplants over the year. We don’t have 
really, in the time when the war is over, more 
than 3,300 megawatt out of actually, before 
the war, almost 4,400. We are right now 
reaching that number back again. We have 
a plan to, by next June, to build another 2,000 
to 3,000 megawatt. This is all—will make 
Iraq again having a lot of opportunities for 
work, because the employment will be high. 
When you have electricity, you have oil to 
produce. When you have electricity, you have 
a treatment for the water. 

All that I like to talk about this more and 
more, but I like to tell you about what’s hap-
pening in Iraq the last 5 months. The last 
5 months, Iraqis, they have the freedom to 
talk. We have almost right now 86 news-
paper, while before the war we have only 
3 or 4 newspapers, all controlled by the Gov-
ernment. All the 86 newspapers are not con-
trolled by anyone right now except the indi-
viduals who own them. 

We have actually the people right now 
talking freely in the market. They go and get, 
for example, dishes. We know that every sin-
gle Iraqis right now, he can go and buy any-
thing he wants. This is the freedom which 
we missed before, and we got it over the last 
5 months. If the Iraqi people and the Amer-
ican help us for the next year and a half, 
I almost guarantee—I guarantee it to the 
President but I almost guarantee it to the 
American people that we will have different 
Iraq, Iraq who is going to help the United 
States and the free world and also help the 
area around us, because we are going to build 
a democracy and Iraq will become example 
for all the Middle East areas and all the coun-
tries around us. 
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We need the help of the Americans right 
now to build Iraq so you have a secure coun-
try here, and you have a secure world, and 
we have a secure Iraq. And I appreciate it, 
and thank you very much. 

President Bush. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:26 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Statement on the Transition of the 
Secretary General of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 

September 22, 2003 

I welcome today’s decision by NATO to 
appoint Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, the Dutch 
Foreign Minister, as its next Secretary Gen-
eral, beginning in January 2004. Mr. de Hoop 
Scheffer is a leader deeply committed to 
freedom and to strong and effective trans-
atlantic cooperation. I look forward to work-
ing with him. 

I also commend Lord Robertson for his 
many achievements during his 4 years as Sec-
retary General. Under his leadership, NATO 
welcomes seven new countries. He helped 
launch a new relationship between NATO 
and Russia. He spearheaded an ambitious 
agenda of transformation to make NATO 
forces lighter, faster, and better able to meet 
the challenges of the 21st century. During 
his tenure, NATO mounted its first operation 
outside its traditional area, proving that our 
Alliance can address terrorist threats where 
they arise. He made NATO a vital partner 
in the war on terror and in the effort to re-
build the newly freed nations of Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

The American people will always remem-
ber Lord Robertson’s leadership when after 
the September 11th attacks NATO invoked 
its solemn collective defense clause for the 
first time in its history. On behalf of all Amer-
icans, I extend best wishes to Lord Robertson 
as he prepares to depart his post as Secretary 
General of NATO and America’s gratitude 
for a job well done. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations in New York City 
September 23, 2003 

I appreciate being here with the Secretary- 
General. He’s a leader and a friend. We look 
forward to working with the United Nations 
to achieve big objectives. The big objective, 
of course, is for there to be peace and free-
dom, peace in the Middle East, freedom for 
people who are oppressed. 

I assured the Secretary-General our Na-
tion will still continue to provide help for 
famine and disease. We’re mostly going to 
talk about today the need for the United Na-
tions and the free world to work against slav-
ery in all forms, particularly the sex slavery 
that takes place all over the world—in our 
civilized world. The world must combine our 
resources and our will to stop this abhorrent 
practice. 

Mr. Secretary, thank you, sir. It’s great to 
be back. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. at the 
United Nations Headquarters. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Address to the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York City 
September 23, 2003 

Mr. Secretary-General; Mr. President; dis-
tinguished delegates; ladies and gentlemen: 
Twenty-four months ago—and yesterday in 
the memory of America—the center of New 
York City became a battlefield and a grave-
yard and the symbol of an unfinished war. 
Since that day, terrorists have struck in Bali, 
Mombasa, in Casablanca, in Riyadh, in Ja-
karta, in Jerusalem, measuring the advance 
of their cause in the chaos and innocent suf-
fering they leave behind. 

Last month, terrorists brought their war 
to the United Nations itself. The U.N. head-
quarters in Baghdad stood for order and 
compassion, and for that reason, the terror-
ists decided it must be destroyed. Among the 
22 people who were murdered was Sergio 
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Vieira de Mello. Over the decades, this good 
and brave man from Brazil gave help to the 
afflicted in Bangladesh, Cypress, Mozam-
bique, Lebanon, Cambodia, Central Africa, 
Kosovo, and East Timor, and was aiding the 
people of Iraq in their time of need. America 
joins you, his colleagues, in honoring the 
memory of Senor Vieira de Mello and the 
memory of all who died with him in the serv-
ice to the United Nations. 

By the victims they choose and by the 
means they use, the terrorists have clarified 
the struggle we are in. Those who target re-
lief workers for death have set themselves 
against all humanity. Those who incite mur-
der and celebrate suicide reveal their con-
tempt for life itself. They have no place in 
any religious faith. They have no claim on 
the world’s sympathy, and they should have 
no friend in this chamber. 

Events during the past 2 years have set 
before us the clearest of divides, between 
those who seek order and those who spread 
chaos, between those who work for peaceful 
change and those who adopt the methods of 
gangsters, between those who honor the 
rights of man and those who deliberately take 
the lives of men and women and children 
without mercy or shame. 

Between these alternatives, there is no 
neutral ground. All governments that support 
terror are complicit in a war against civiliza-
tion. No government should ignore the threat 
of terror, because to look the other way gives 
terrorists the chance to regroup and recruit 
and prepare. And all nations that fight terror 
as if the lives of their own people depend 
on it will earn the favorable judgment of his-
tory. 

The former regimes of Afghanistan and 
Iraq knew these alternatives and made their 
choices. The Taliban was a sponsor and serv-
ant of terrorism. When confronted, that re-
gime chose defiance, and that regime is no 
more. Afghanistan’s President, who is here 
today, now represents a free people who are 
building a decent and just society. They’re 
building a nation fully joined in the war 
against terror. 

The regime of Saddam Hussein cultivated 
ties to terror while it built weapons of mass 
destruction. It used those weapons in acts 
of mass murder and refused to account for 

them when confronted by the world. The Se-
curity Council was right to be alarmed. The 
Security Council was right to demand that 
Iraq destroy its illegal weapons and prove 
that it had done so. The Security Council 
was right to vow serious consequences if Iraq 
refused to comply. And because there were 
consequences, because a coalition of nations 
acted to defend the peace and the credibility 
of the United Nations, Iraq is free, and today 
we are joined by representatives of a liber-
ated country. 

Saddam Hussein’s monuments have been 
removed, and not only his statues. The true 
monuments of his rule and his character, the 
torture chambers and the rape rooms and 
the prison cells for innocent children, are 
closed. And as we discover the killing fields 
and mass graves of Iraq, the true scale of 
Saddam’s cruelty is being revealed. 

The Iraqi people are meeting hardships 
and challenges, like every nation that has set 
out on the path of democracy. Yet their fu-
ture promises lives of dignity and freedom, 
and that is a world away from the squalid, 
vicious tyranny they have known. Across Iraq, 
life is being improved by liberty. Across the 
Middle East, people are safer because an un-
stable aggressor has been removed from 
power. Across the world, nations are more 
secure because an ally of terror has fallen. 

Our actions in Afghanistan and Iraq were 
supported by many governments, and Amer-
ica is grateful to each one. I also recognize 
that some of the sovereign nations of this As-
sembly disagreed with our actions. Yet there 
was and there remains unity among us on 
the fundamental principles and objectives of 
the United Nations. We are dedicated to the 
defense of our collective security and to the 
advance of human rights. These permanent 
commitments call us to great work in the 
world, work we must do together. So let us 
move forward. 

First, we must stand with the people of 
Afghanistan and Iraq as they build free and 
stable countries. The terrorists and their al-
lies fear and fight this progress above all, be-
cause free people embrace hope over resent-
ment and choose peace over violence. 

The United Nations has been a friend of 
the Afghan people, distributing food and 
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medicine, helping refugees return home, ad-
vising on a new constitution, and helping to 
prepare the way for nationwide elections. 
NATO has taken over the U.N.-mandated se-
curity force in Kabul. American and coalition 
forces continue to track and defeat Al Qaida 
terrorists and remnants of the Taliban. Our 
efforts to rebuild that country go on. I have 
recently proposed to spend an additional $1.2 
billion for the Afghan reconstruction effort, 
and I urge other nations to continue contrib-
uting to this important cause. 

In the nation of Iraq, the United Nations 
is carrying out vital and effective work every 
day. By the end of 2004, more than 90 per-
cent of Iraqi children under age 5 will have 
been immunized against preventable dis-
eases such as polio, tuberculosis, and mea-
sles, thanks to the hard work and high ideals 
of UNICEF. Iraq’s food distribution system 
is operational, delivering nearly a half-million 
tons of food per month, thanks to the skill 
and expertise of the World Food Program. 

Our international coalition in Iraq is meet-
ing it responsibilities. We are conducting 
precision raids against terrorists and holdouts 
of the former regime. These killers are at 
war with the Iraqi people. They have made 
Iraq the central front in the war on terror, 
and they will be defeated. Our coalition has 
made sure that Iraq’s former dictator will 
never again use weapons of mass destruction. 
We are interviewing Iraqi citizens and ana-
lyzing records of the old regime to reveal the 
full extent of its weapons programs and its 
long campaign of deception. We’re training 
Iraqi police and border guards and a new 
army, so the Iraqi people can assume full re-
sponsibility for their own security. 

And at the same time, our coalition is help-
ing to improve the daily lives of the Iraqi 
people. The old regime built palaces while 
letting schools decay, so we are rebuilding 
more than a thousand schools. The old re-
gime starved hospitals of resources, so we 
have helped to supply and reopen hospitals 
across Iraq. The old regime built up armies 
and weapons while allowing the nation’s in-
frastructure to crumble, so we are rehabili-
tating powerplants, water and sanitation fa-
cilities, bridges, and airports. I proposed to 
Congress that the United States provide ad-
ditional funding for our work in Iraq, the 

greatest financial commitment of its kind 
since the Marshall plan. Having helped to 
liberate Iraq, we will honor our pledges to 
Iraq, and by helping the Iraqi people build 
a stable and peaceful country, we will make 
our own countries more secure. 

The primary goal of our coalition in Iraq 
is self-government for the people of Iraq, 
reached by orderly and democratic process. 
This process must unfold according to the 
needs of Iraqis, neither hurried nor delayed 
by the wishes of other parties. And the 
United Nations can contribute greatly to the 
cause of Iraq self-government. America is 
working with friends and allies on a new Se-
curity Council resolution which will expand 
the U.N.’s role in Iraq. As in the aftermath 
of other conflicts, the United Nations should 
assist in developing a constitution, in training 
civil servants, and conducting free and fair 
elections. 

Iraq now has a Governing Council, the 
first truly representative institution in that 
country. Iraq’s new leaders are showing the 
openness and tolerance that democracy re-
quires, and they’re also showing courage. Yet 
every young democracy needs the help of 
friends. Now the nation of Iraq needs and 
deserves our aid, and all nations of good will 
should step forward and provide that sup-
port. 

The success of a free Iraq will be watched 
and noted throughout the region. Millions 
will see that freedom, equality, and material 
progress are possible at the heart of the Mid-
dle East. Leaders in the region will face the 
clearest evidence that free institutions and 
open societies are the only path to long-term 
national success and dignity. And a trans-
formed Middle East would benefit the entire 
world by undermining the ideologies that ex-
port violence to other lands. 

Iraq as a dictatorship had great power to 
destabilize the Middle East. Iraq as a democ-
racy will have great power to inspire the Mid-
dle East. The advance of democratic institu-
tions in Iraq is setting an example that others, 
including the Palestinian people, would be 
wise to follow. The Palestinian cause is be-
trayed by leaders who cling to power by feed-
ing old hatreds and destroying the good work 
of others. The Palestinian people deserve 
their own state, and they will gain that state 
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by embracing new leaders committed to re-
form, to fighting terror, and to building 
peace. All parties in the Middle East must 
meet their responsibilities and carry out the 
commitments they made at Aqaba. Israel 
must work to create the conditions that will 
allow a peaceful Palestinian state to emerge. 
And Arab nations must cut off funding and 
other support for terrorist organizations. 
America will work with every nation in the 
region that acts boldly for the sake of peace. 

A second challenge we must confront to-
gether is the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction. Outlaw regimes that possess nu-
clear, chemical, and biological weapons and 
the means to deliver them would be able to 
use blackmail and create chaos in entire re-
gions. These weapons could be used by ter-
rorists to bring sudden disaster and suffering 
on a scale we can scarcely imagine. The dead-
ly combination of outlaw regimes and terror 
networks and weapons of mass murder is a 
peril that cannot be ignored or wished away. 
If such a danger is allowed to fully mate-
rialize, all words, all protests, will come too 
late. Nations of the world must have the wis-
dom and the will to stop grave threats before 
they arrive. 

One crucial step is to secure the most dan-
gerous materials at their source. For more 
than a decade, the United States has worked 
with Russia and other States of the former 
Soviet Union to dismantle, destroy, or secure 
weapons and dangerous materials left over 
from another era. Last year in Canada, the 
G–8 nations agreed to provide up to $20 bil-
lion, half of it from the United States, to fight 
this proliferation risk over the next 10 years. 
Since then, six additional countries have 
joined the effort. More are needed, and I 
urge other nations to help us meet this dan-
ger. 

We’re also improving our capability to 
interdict lethal materials in transit. Through 
our Proliferation Security Initiative, 11 na-
tions are preparing to search planes and 
ships, trains, and trucks carrying suspect 
cargo and to seize weapons or missile ship-
ments that raise proliferation concerns. 
These nations have agreed on a set of inter-
diction principles consistent with legal—cur-
rent legal authorities. And we’re working to 
expand the Proliferation Security Initiative to 

other countries. We’re determined to keep 
the world’s most destructive weapons away 
from all our shores and out of the hands of 
our common enemies. 

Because proliferators will use any route or 
channel that is open to them, we need the 
broadest possible cooperation to stop them. 
Today I ask the U.N. Security Council to 
adopt a new antiproliferation resolution. This 
resolution should call on all members of the 
U.N. to criminalize the proliferation of weap-
ons—weapons of mass destruction, to enact 
strict export controls consistent with inter-
national standards, and to secure any and all 
sensitive materials within their own borders. 
The United States stands ready to help any 
nation draft these new laws and to assist in 
their enforcement. 

A third challenge we share is a challenge 
to our conscience. We must act decisively to 
meet the humanitarian crises of our time. 
The United States has begun to carry out 
the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, aimed 
at preventing AIDS on a massive scale and 
treating millions who have the disease al-
ready. We have pledged $15 billion over 5 
years to fight AIDS around the world. 

My country is acting to save lives from 
famine as well, providing more than $1.4 bil-
lion in global emergency food aid. And I’ve 
asked our United States Congress for $200 
million for a new famine fund, so we can 
act quickly when the first signs of famine ap-
pear. Every nation on every continent should 
generously add their resources to the fight 
against disease and desperate hunger. 

There’s another humanitarian crisis 
spreading, yet hidden from view. Each year, 
an estimated 800,000 to 900,000 human 
beings are bought, sold, or forced across the 
world’s borders. Among them are hundreds 
of thousands of teenage girls and others as 
young as 5 who fall victim to the sex trade. 
This commerce in human life generates bil-
lions of dollars each year, much of which is 
used to finance organized crime. 

There’s a special evil in the abuse and ex-
ploitation of the most innocent and vulner-
able. The victims of sex trade see little of 
life before they see the very worst of life, 
an underground of brutality and lonely fear. 
Those who create these victims and profit 
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from their suffering must be severely pun-
ished. Those who patronize this industry 
debase themselves and deepen the misery of 
others. And governments that tolerate this 
trade are tolerating a form of slavery. 

This problem has appeared in my own 
country, and we are working to stop it. The 
PROTECT Act, which I signed into law this 
year, makes it a crime for any person to enter 
the United States or for any citizen to travel 
abroad for the purpose of sex tourism involv-
ing children. The Department of Justice is 
actively investigating sex tour operators and 
patrons, who can face up to 30 years in pris-
on. Under the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act, the United States is using sanctions 
against governments to discourage human 
trafficking. 

The victims of this industry also need help 
from members of the United Nations, and 
this begins with clear standards and the cer-
tainty of punishment under the laws of every 
country. Today, some nations make it a crime 
to sexually abuse children abroad. Such con-
duct should be a crime in all nations. Govern-
ments should inform travelers of the harm 
this industry does and the severe punish-
ments that will fall on its patrons. The Amer-
ican Government is committing $50 million 
to support the good work of organizations 
that are rescuing women and children from 
exploitation and giving them shelter and 
medical treatment and the hope of a new 
life. I urge other governments to do their 
part. 

We must show new energy in fighting back 
an old evil. Nearly two centuries after the 
abolition of the transatlantic slave trade and 
more than a century after slavery was offi-
cially ended in its last strongholds, the trade 
in human beings for any purpose must not 
be allowed to thrive in our time. 

All the challenges I have spoken of this 
morning require urgent attention and moral 
clarity. Helping Afghanistan and Iraq to suc-
ceed as free nations in a transformed region, 
cutting off the avenues of proliferation, abol-
ishing modern forms of slavery, these are the 
kind of great tasks for which the United Na-
tions was founded. In each case, careful dis-
cussion is needed and also decisive action. 
Our good intentions will be credited only if 
we achieve good outcomes. 

As an original signer of the U.N. Charter, 
the United States of America is committed 
to the United Nations. And we show that 
commitment by working to fulfill the U.N.’s 
stated purposes and giving meaning to its 
ideals. The founding documents of the 
United Nations and the founding documents 
of America stand in the same tradition. Both 
assert that human beings should never be re-
duced to objects of power or commerce, be-
cause their dignity is inherent. Both re-
quire—both recognize a moral law that 
stands above men and nations, which must 
be defended and enforced by men and na-
tions. And both point the way to peace, the 
peace that comes when all are free. We se-
cure that peace with our courage, and we 
must show that courage together. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in the 
General Assembly Hall at the United Nations 
Headquarters. In his remarks, he referred to Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan, General Assembly 
President Julian Hunte, and Special Representa-
tive for Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello of the United 
Nations; President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; 
and former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With 
President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain 
in New York City 

September 23, 2003 

President Bush. It’s my honor to visit 
again with my very close friend, a great friend 
of our country, Jose Maria Aznar. Jose Maria 
is a very strong leader who’s got a vision that’s 
based upon the principles of human dignity 
and freedom. 

And we’ll spend time talking about Iraq. 
We’re both convinced and strongly believe 
that our goals in Iraq are the right goals, and 
we’ll accomplished the goals. 

He’s a steadfast friend, and I’m so proud 
to be with you again. 

[At this point, President Aznar spoke in 
Spanish, and no translation was provided.] 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. at the 
U.S. Mission to the United Nations. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the 
United Nations in New York City 

September 23, 2003 

Mr. Secretary-General; distinguished 
members of the United Nations community; 
excellencies; ladies and gentlemen: America 
is honored that you all are here. Since the 
founding of the U.N. more than 50 years ago, 
my country has been proud to host this orga-
nization. I’m pleased to join you in opening 
the 58th session of the U.N. General Assem-
bly. Mr. Secretary-General, I am grateful for 
your leadership, and I’m proud to call you 
friend. 

The United Nations has suffered great loss 
in the cause of peace. The terrorist attack 
against the U.N. headquarters in Baghdad 
took the lives of 22 servants of peace, includ-
ing Sergio de Mello, a man who dedicated 
his life to promoting human rights through-
out the world. The people of my country 
mourn with you. We share your resolve to 
continue this important work. We gather in 
this city, at this Assembly, to meet urgent 
challenges of our time. We will work together 
to promote peace and human dignity. 

Mr. Secretary-General, with admiration 
for you and with confidence in the future 
of this organization, I offer a toast to your 
leadership and to the United Nations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. at the 
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks, he 
referred to U.N. Special Representative for Iraq 
Sergio Vieira de Mello. The transcript released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included 
the remarks of Secretary-General Annan. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a United States 
Reception in New York City 

September 23, 2003 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Please be seated. [Laughter] 

Audience member. Not everyone has a 
seat. 

The President. Unless you don’t have a 
chair. [Laughter] For the sake of world har-
mony, I will give a short speech—[laugh-
ter]—and then we can all go to bed. [Laugh-
ter] 

First, I want to thank the American Mu-
seum of Natural History for their wonderful 
hospitality. We’ve got trustees here and the 
leadership of this fantastic place. It’s such a 
wonderful opportunity for Laura and me and 
our delegation to show off one of the really 
fantastic landmarks of New York City. So on 
behalf of our delegation, thanks for your 
wonderful hospitality. It’s a beautiful place 
to have a wonderful reception. 

Laura and I and the Secretary are honored 
to welcome the Presidents and Prime Min-
isters and Foreign Ministers and U.N. Am-
bassadors and anybody else who managed to 
sneak in tonight. [Laughter] We’re glad 
you’re here. It’s been a fantastic reception 
for us, and thank you for coming. 

I really want to say quickly a word about 
Kofi Annan. I admire his decency and his 
vision and his compassion for our fellow 
human beings. He’s a great leader of the 
United Nations, and we’re proud to call him 
friend. 

Somebody whispered in my ear that Mayor 
Bloomberg is here. He is the mayor of New 
York City. Michael is the mayor of a great 
city. On September the 11th, this Nation saw 
the remarkable spirit of the people who live 
in this city. We’ll always remember how our 
fellow citizens who happen to be New York-
ers instantly rallied to help their neighbors 
in need. New York’s famous skyline was 
wounded, but its spirit remained steadfast. 

In pursuing the terrorists, we honor the 
memory of the fallen, and we defend civiliza-
tion itself. I want all the world leaders to re-
member that. In working to alleviate poverty, 
disease, and human suffering, we spread 
hope to millions, and we undermine the 
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ideologies of resentment and hate and terror. 
The United Nations plays a vital role in all 
these efforts, and all our nations have a duty 
to advance its founding principles of toler-
ance and freedom and human rights. 

A wing of this building is named for Theo-
dore Roosevelt. He was one of my prede-
cessors. He was a warrior for peace who 
faced the world without illusions, and I want 
to quote what he said. He said, ‘‘If we are 
to be a really great people, we must strive 
in good faith to play a great part in the world. 
We cannot avoid meeting great issues. All 
that we can determine for ourselves is wheth-
er we shall meet them well or ill.’’ 

He was speaking for Americans, but his 
words are true of every people in the world 
today. We’re meeting great issues of security 
and compassion, and we must and we will 
meet them well. 

Welcome to New York. May God bless you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:47 p.m. at the 
American Museum of Natural History. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan of the United Nations. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of 
Germany and an Exchange With 
Reporters in New York City 
September 24, 2003 

President Bush. Listen, thank you all for 
coming. Gerhard and I just had a very good 
meeting. The first thing I told him, I said, 
‘‘Look, we’ve had differences, and they’re 
over, and we’re going to work together.’’ And 
I believe when Germany and America works 
together, we can accomplish a lot of positive 
things. We’re both committed to freedom. 
We’re both committed to peace. We’re both 
committed to the prosperity of our people. 
And I reaffirmed to Gerhard that America 
and German relations are very important to 
this administration. I have said so repeatedly. 
I said so in the Bundestag, and I reiterated 
it today with the Chancellor. 

We will work together in Afghanistan. I 
appreciate his efforts to help with a—help 

Iraq grow to be a peaceful and stable and 
democratic country. We talked about the 
Middle East. We talked about proliferation 
concerns. In short, we talked about the things 
we can do together to benefit mankind, and 
I’m really happy we had the meeting today. 

Thank you, sir. 
Chancellor Schroeder. I can only com-

ment and very much confirm what the Presi-
dent has just said. We addressed a whole 
range of international topics, but we didn’t 
just exclusively talk about international af-
fairs. We also addressed the economic situa-
tion, because we feel that our problems, 
when it comes to that, are similar indeed. 
Both of our economies are by now so closely 
intertwined that it really makes sense to think 
about them conjointly. 

I cannot conceal that I was very pleased 
indeed that the President did appreciate the 
contribution Germany is making within Af-
ghanistan. We very much are trying to make 
this a sustainable contribution, and I think 
our people on the ground are doing a good 
job. And therefore, I have to say I’m proud 
of the work they’re doing for us and for us 
together. 

We then proceeded to actually talk about 
the situation in Iraq, and indeed, we very 
much feel that the differences that have 
been, have been left behind and put aside 
by now. We are both agreed that we want 
to look into the future together. And I would 
like to reiterate the fact that Germany has 
a very strong, in fact a vested interest, in a 
stable and very democratic Iraq and to devel-
opment to that effect. It is very important 
not just for Iraq as such but for the whole 
of the region, for Germany and, therefore, 
also for Europe. 

We certainly have emphasized the fact, 
and I have once more said this to the Presi-
dent myself, how very much we would like 
to come in and help with the resources that 
we do have. We could very much envisage 
that we will assist in providing training for 
security staff, be it police functions or be it 
some form of military function. We do have 
the capacities for that available in Germany, 
and we would very much like to put them 
to that purpose. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 



1263 Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 25 

President’s U.N. Address 
Q. Mr. President, what about the response 

to your speech yesterday? 
President Bush. I can only judge by your 

reaction to it. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Statement on Congressional Passage 
of the Department of Homeland 
Security Appropriations Act, 2004 

September 24, 2003 

To win the war on terrorism, we are stay-
ing on the offensive abroad and protecting 
Americans at home. I applaud Congress for 
passing the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations bill. These funds will help 
make Americans and their families even safer 
through stronger border enforcement, im-
proved transportation security, and contin-
ued support for police, firefighters, and 
emergency-response teams. I look forward to 
signing this legislation. 

Statement on the Death of 
Hugh Gregg 

September 24, 2003 

Hugh Gregg left an indelible mark on the 
State he loved and on the lives of the people 
of New Hampshire. He served his country 
in time of war and served his State with dis-
tinction as Governor, statesman, and success-
ful business leader. In all of his endeavors, 
he acted with integrity and honor. He will 
be missed. Laura joins me in sending our 
condolences to his wife, Catherine, his two 
sons, and his family during this difficult time. 

Memorandum Waiving Prohibition 
on United States Military Assistance 
to Parties to the Rome Statute 
Establishing the International 
Criminal Court 
September 24, 2003 

Presidential Determination No. 2003–40 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Waiving Prohibition on United 
States Military Assistance to Parties to the 
Rome Statute Establishing the International 
Criminal Court 

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 2007 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002, 
title II of Public Law 107–206 (22 U.S.C. 
7421 et seq.), I hereby determine that: 

(1) Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Georgia, and Honduras have 
each entered into an agreement with the 
United States pursuant to Article 98 of the 
Rome Statute preventing the International 
Criminal Court from proceeding against U.S. 
personnel present in such countries, and 
waive the prohibition of section 2007(a) of 
the American Servicemembers’ Protection 
Act with respect to these countries for as long 
as such agreement remains in force; and 

(2) it is important to the national interest 
of the United States to waive, for a period 
of 6 months from the date of this determina-
tion, the prohibition of section 2007(a) with 
respect to Guinea, and waive that prohibition 
with respect to this country for that period. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress, and to 
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 25. An 
original was not available for verification of the 
content of this memorandum. 
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting a 
Budget Amendment for 
International Assistance Programs 

September 24, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2004 budget amendment for Inter-
national Assistance Programs. This amend-
ment would not increase the budgetary re-
sources proposed in my FY 2004 Budget. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on September 25. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Congressional Conferees on 
Medicare Modernization and an 
Exchange With Reporters 

September 25, 2003 

The President. Listen, thank you all for 
coming. Today we met with the conferees 
on Medicare and had a good and frank dis-
cussion about the need to work together to 
get a Medicare bill that modernizes the sys-
tem, that fulfills the promises to America’s 
seniors, that uses the latest technology to im-
prove the health care of our elderly. 

And in my judgment, the sentiment was 
optimistic. I believe people know it’s possible 
to get it done. And there’s a lot of work to 
get done, but fortunately, we’re surrounded 
here by conferees that are plenty capable, 
plenty smart, and care deeply about the fu-
ture of the country. 

And so I want to thank them for coming. 
I want to thank you for your commitment 
to our seniors, and I look forward to working 
with you to get a good bill out of both bodies 
and to my desk before you go home this fall. 

I’d like to take a couple of questions. Terry 
[Terry Hunt, Associated Press]. 

Medicare Reform Legislation 
Q. Mr. President, with huge Federal 

budget deficits, do you have any qualms 
about spending $400 billion on Medicare 
prescription drugs? 

The President. First of all, no, I don’t. 
I think it’s the right thing to do. We have 
an obligation to our seniors. Secondly, we’ve 
proposed a plan that reduces the deficit in 
half by 5 years—within 5 years. I absolutely 
believe we’re doing the right thing. 

Iran/Meeting With President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia 

Q. Sir, what did you think of the discovery 
of traces of weapons-grade uranium—— 

The President. Do what now? 
Q. What did you think of the discovery 

of weapons-grade—traces of weapons-grade 
uranium in Iran? And will this be on your 
agenda with President Putin this weekend? 

The President. It was on my agenda— 
it will be on my agenda with President Putin 
this weekend. It was on my agenda with 
many of the world leaders I met with in New 
York. It is very important for the world to 
come together to make it very clear to Iran 
that there will be universal condemnation if 
they continue with a nuclear weapons pro-
gram. And I will tell you, the response was 
very positive. People understand the danger 
of the Iranians have a nuclear weapons pro-
gram. But you bet; I’ll talk to President Putin 
about it this weekend. 

Saddam Hussein/Lessons of 9/11 
Q. Sir, in February of 2001, your Secretary 

of State said that the sanctions against Iraq 
had prevented Saddam from developing any 
significant capability with respect to weapons 
of mass destruction. A year-and-a-half later, 
before the U.N., you called Saddam a grave 
and gathering danger. And I’m wondering, 
what changed in that time? Was it the nature 
of the threat? Did you get new intelligence? 
Or did 9/11 put a new—set a new playing 
field for those—— 

The President. Yes, the Secretary of State 
said the same thing as well, that Saddam was 
a threat. Nine-eleven changed my calcula-
tion. It made it really clear we have to deal 
with threats before they come on our shore. 
You know, for a long period of time we 
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thought oceans could protect us from danger, 
and we learned a tough lesson on September 
the 11th. It’s really important for this Nation 
to continue to chase down and deal with 
threats before they materialize, and we 
learned that on September the 11th. 

OPEC Production Cuts/National 
Economy 

Q. Mr. President? 
The President. Yes. 
Q. OPEC yesterday announced an agree-

ment to cut oil production by 3.5 percent. 
The President. Yes. 
Q. What is your reaction to that? What 

do you think of it? And what are the con-
sequences for the U.S. economy? 

The President. My reaction is, is that I 
would hope our friends in OPEC don’t do 
things that would hurt our economy. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Statement on the National Do Not 
Call Registry 

September 25, 2003 

Unwanted telemarketing calls are intru-
sive, annoying, and all too common. When 
Americans are sitting down to dinner or par-
ents are reading to their children, the last 
thing they want is a call from a stranger with 
a sales pitch. 

For that reason, I have strongly supported 
the actions of the Federal Trade Commission 
and the Federal Communications Commis-
sion to establish a National Do Not Call Reg-
istry and protect consumers. 

The millions of people who have signed 
up for the list have the right to reduce un-
wanted telephone solicitations. I commend 
Congress for its rapid action to support the 
Registry, and I look forward to signing this 
legislation. 

Proclamation 7708—National Farm 
Safety and Health Week, 2003 

September 25, 2003 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

Almost half of the land in the United 
States is used for agricultural production, and 
our Nation depends on our hard-working 
farm and ranch families for food, fiber, and 
the good stewardship of our environment. As 
we celebrate National Farm Safety and 
Health Week, we give thanks for their dedi-
cation, sacrifice, and contributions to our 
country, and we renew our commitment to 
the health and livelihoods of American farm 
and ranch families. 

America must continue to promote the 
safety of our farmers and ranchers. Farming 
and ranching can be dangerous work; in 
2002, the agriculture industry had the sec-
ond-highest rate of deaths due to accidents. 
Proper education and training are critical to 
protecting the safety of farmers and ranchers. 
By working together to encourage careful use 
of equipment and facilities, America helps 
our farm and ranch families remain healthy 
and more productive than any other farmers 
in the world. 

This year’s theme for National Farm Safe-
ty and Health Week, ‘‘Secure Your Farming 
through Safety and Health,’’ also encourages 
farmers and ranchers to focus on farm secu-
rity issues. Farm and ranching communities 
play a vital role in protecting Americas food 
supplies, water resources, and farm chemi-
cals. Their efforts are important to the safety 
and security of our citizens. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 21 
through September 27, 2003, as National 
Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
the agencies, organizations, and businesses 
that serve America’s agricultural workers to 
strengthen their commitment to promoting 
farm safety and health programs. I also urge 



1266 Sept. 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

all Americans to honor our agricultural herit-
age and to recognize our farmers and ranch-
ers for their remarkable contributions to our 
Nation’s vitality and prosperity. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 30. 

Proclamation 7709—Gold Star 
Mother’s Day, 2003 
September 25, 2003 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
As members of America’s Armed Forces 

now protect our country by engaging the en-
emies of freedom in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and 
on other fronts in the war against terrorism, 
they carry on a noble legacy. Today, Ameri-
cans and millions around the world enjoy 
freedom because of the service and sacrifice 
of our military men and women. 

The cost of America’s freedom is often 
personal. Few pay more dearly than our Gold 
Star Mothers, who have endured the death 
of a son or daughter in service to our country. 

More than 75 years ago, one mother’s de-
termination to transform her personal loss 
into good works led to the creation of the 
American Gold Star Mothers. After receiving 
notice of her son’s death in aerial combat 
during World War I, Grace Darling Seibold 
devoted her energy to volunteering in a local 
hospital. She began reaching out to other 
mothers whose sons had died in military serv-
ice to the Nation. She organized a group of 
these special mothers to help them comfort 
each other and care for hospitalized veterans. 
Their organization was named after the gold 
star service flag that families hung in their 
windows in honor of family members who 

had died in military service. After years of 
planning, it became a national organization 
in 1928. Since then, brave women have con-
tinued to come together as Gold Star Moth-
ers to ease the burden of their loss and to 
serve others. 

Today, numerous chapters of Gold Star 
Mothers across our Nation offer important 
programs and services to enhance the lives 
of veterans and provide support for their 
families. Their civic education programs and 
help for those in need honor the lives of their 
sons and daughters and strengthen America. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat. 1895 as 
amended), has designated the last Sunday in 
September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s Day,’’ and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 28, 
2003, as Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon 
all Government officials to display the flag 
of the United States over Government build-
ings on this solemn day. I also encourage the 
American people to display the flag and hold 
appropriate meetings in their homes, places 
of worship, or other suitable places as a pub-
lic expression of the sympathy and respect 
that our Nation holds for our Gold Star 
Mothers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 30. 

Executive Order 13317—Volunteers 
for Prosperity 
September 25, 2003 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
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United States of America, and in order to 
encourage volunteer service by highly skilled 
Americans to support major initiatives by the 
United States for promoting health and pros-
perity around the world, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 

Section 1. (a) Policy. A part of USA Free-
dom Corps, ‘‘Volunteers for Prosperity’’ is a 
call to service to support major U.S. initia-
tives that promote health and prosperity 
around the world. Deploying highly skilled 
volunteers abroad is an efficient way to use 
our resources consistent with the objectives 
of the United States Government’s global 
prosperity agenda. United States volunteers 
will help to achieve the objectives of the 
global prosperity agenda, including providing 
clean water to the poor, promoting demo-
cratic governance, developing economic free-
dom, promoting free and open markets, and 
stemming the spread of HIV/AIDS. 

The investment of Federal resources to 
enable U.S. volunteers to work with non-
governmental and voluntary service organiza-
tions overseas is a preferred use of our re-
sources and also will help leverage private 
sector resources. United States citizens who 
are skilled professionals and who volunteer, 
when matched with organizations working on 
specific U.S. prosperity initiatives overseas, 
can provide invaluable support for these ini-
tiatives and will supplement and complement 
the traditions and accomplishments of the 
Peace Corps. 

United States prosperity initiatives that 
can benefit from volunteer service include, 
but are not limited to, the Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief, the Digital Freedom Initia-
tive, the Water for the Poor Initiative, the 
Trade for African Development and Enter-
prise Initiative, and the Middle East Partner-
ship Initiative. 

Volunteer service in support of other ini-
tiatives, consistent with U.S. foreign policy, 
shall be considered as well. 

(b) Applicability. The following agencies 
are subject to the requirements of this order: 
the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the Department of 
State, the Department of Commerce, the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
and such other Federal agencies as the Presi-
dent may designate in the future. 

Sec. 2. Establishment. (a) Agencies subject 
to this order shall each establish within their 
respective organizations an Office for Volun-
teers for Prosperity (Office) or, as appro-
priate, an operating unit within an office. 

(b) Each agency subject to this order shall 
provide its Office or unit with appropriate 
staff, administrative support, and resources 
to meet its responsibilities under this order. 

(c) Each of these Offices or units shall 
begin operations no later than 30 days from 
the date of this order. 

(d) Agencies subject to this order shall 
consider, in evaluating grant applications for 
assistance activities to be implemented 
abroad, the applicant’s use of highly skilled 
U.S. volunteers to support U.S. prosperity 
objectives and initiatives. 

Sec. 3. Purpose. To the extent permitted 
by law, the purpose of the Offices will be 
to promote, expand, and enhance well-de-
fined volunteer service opportunities for 
highly skilled U.S. professionals who wish to 
work with nongovernmental and voluntary 
service organizations around the world in 
support of major U.S. prosperity initiatives 
as identified in section 1 of this order. Such 
promotion, expansion, and enhancement 
would include actively participating in the 
design and selection processes for grants 
within their agencies, tracking the use of U.S. 
private volunteer organizations by their agen-
cies, and coordinating with White House Of-
fices including the USA Freedom Corps, the 
Office of National AIDS Policy, and the Of-
fice of Faith-Based and Community Initia-
tives, as appropriate. 

Sec. 4. Funding. Agencies subject to this 
order are hereby directed to use their best 
efforts to use funds available for the U.S. 
prosperity initiatives listed in section 1 of this 
order to provide appropriate support to orga-
nizations that use highly skilled U.S. volun-
teers to accomplish the objectives identified 
in those initiatives. 

Sec. 5. Coordination. The USAID shall 
serve as the inter-agency coordinator for the 
Volunteers for Prosperity initiative. In that 
capacity, the USAID shall coordinate the ac-
tivities that fall within the scope of the initia-
tive and report on the progress of the initia-
tive to the USA Freedom Corps Office, with-
in the White House Office. The reports shall 
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be submitted within 180 days after the date 
of this order and annually thereafter. The 
USA Freedom Corps Council shall encour-
age consistency in policies and practices 
within the agencies subject to this order, as 
appropriate, for purposes related to the Vol-
unteers for Prosperity initiative. 

Sec. 6. Administration. The actions di-
rected by this order shall be carried out sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, to 
the extent permitted by law, and consistent 
with the agencies’ missions. 

Sec. 7. Judicial Review. This order is in-
tended only to improve the internal manage-
ment of the executive branch of the Federal 
Government, and it is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
in equity, against the United States, its de-
partments, agencies, or other entities, its offi-
cers or employees, or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 25, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on September 30. 

Message on the Observance of 
Rosh Hashanah, 5764 
September 26, 2003 

I send greetings to those observing Rosh 
Hashanah. 

For the Jewish community in the United 
States and around the world, this holiday 
marks the beginning of the New Year and 
the onset of the Days of Awe. Rosh Hasha-
nah is a time to seek the mercy and forgive-
ness of the Almighty and your fellow man, 
to reflect on past actions, and to demonstrate 
renewed commitment to faith and family. 
May you find inspiration for the days ahead 
as you remember the devotion of Abraham 
and Isaac and their willingness to sacrifice 
everything to do right. 

During this holy time, I encourage you to 
pray for peace and mutual understanding 
throughout the world. May we build a future 

of promise and compassion for all, and may 
the coming year be filled with hope and hap-
piness. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for a blessed Rosh Hashanah. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

September 20 
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the 

President had an intelligence briefing. 
The President declared a major disaster in 

the District of Columbia and ordered Fed-
eral aid to supplement the District’s recovery 
efforts in the area struck by Hurricane Isabel 
on September 18 and continuing. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Delaware and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Hurricane Isabel on Sep-
tember 18 and continuing. 

September 21 
In the afternoon, the President returned 

to Washington, DC. 

September 22 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with Special 
Presidential Envoy for Afghanistan Zalmay 
Khalilzad. He then met with Minister of For-
eign Affairs Li Zhaoxing of China to discuss 
the situation in North Korea. 

Later in the morning, the President met 
with Labor Secretary Elaine L. Chao, Hous-
ing and Urban Development Secretary Mel 
R. Martinez, Deputy Education Secretary 
Eugene Hickok, Deputy Veterans Affairs 
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Secretary Leo S. Mackay, Jr., Assistant Attor-
ney General Daniel J. Bryant, Deputy Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services Claude 
A. Allen, USA Freedom Corps Director John 
Bridgeland, and Director of the Office of 
Faith-Based and Community Initiatives 
Harry James ‘‘Jim’’ Towey to discuss his 
Faith-Based Initiative. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Richmond, VA, where he toured the Tem-
porary Virginia Emergency Operations Cen-
ter at the Virginia State Police Academy. 
Later, he returned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Zalmay Khalilzad to be Ambas-
sador to Afghanistan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Raymond Simon to be Assistant 
Secretary for Elementary and Secondary 
Education. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Cynthia Boich, Dorothy A. John-
son, and Henry Lozano to be members of 
the Board of Directors of the Corporation 
for National and Community Service. 

September 23 
In the morning, the President and Mrs. 

Bush traveled to New York City. While en 
route aboard Air Force One, he had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, at the United Na-
tions Headquarters, the President met with 
U.N. General Assembly President Julian 
Hunte. 

In the afternoon, at the United States Mis-
sion to the U.N., the President met with 
President Jacques Chirac of France. Later, 
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, he met sepa-
rately with President Megawati Sukarnoputri 
of Indonesia, King Mohamed VI of Morocco, 
and President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan. 

The White House announced that the 
President will host President Carlo Azeglio 
Ciampi of Italy for a meeting and working 
luncheon on November 14. 

September 24 
In the morning, at the Waldorf-Astoria 

Hotel, the President had an intelligence 
briefing. Later, he had a breakfast meeting 
with Caribbean leaders, including Prime 
Minister Perry Christie of the Bahamas, 

Prime Minister Keith Mitchell of Grenada, 
President Bharrat Jagdeo of Guyana, and 
Prime Minister Kenny Davis Anthony of 
Saint Lucia. 

Later in the morning, the President had 
separate meetings with President John 
Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana, President Pervez 
Musharraf of Pakistan, President Joaquim 
Alberto Chissano of Mozambique, and Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee of India. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Michigan and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts in the 
area impacted by that power outage that oc-
curred August 14–17. 

The President declared an emergency in 
New Jersey and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local response efforts in 
the area impacted by the power outage that 
occurred on August 14–17. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Ohio and ordered Federal aid to supple-
mental State and local response efforts in the 
area impacted by the power outage that oc-
curred on August 14–17. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Delaware and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Tropical Storm Henri on Sep-
tember 15. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local recovery efforts 
in the area struck by Hurricane Isabel on 
September 18 and continuing. 

September 25 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President had lunch 

with Vice President Dick Cheney. 
The White House announced that the 

President will make a state visit to the United 
Kingdom on November 18–21. 

September 26 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met separately 
with Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rums-
feld and Ambassador L. Paul Bremer III, 
Presidential Envoy to Iraq. 
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Later in the morning, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with President Nicanor 
Duarte Frutos of Paraguay. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Camp David, MD, where 
they hosted President Vladimir Putin of Rus-
sia and Mrs. Putin for an overnight visit. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted September 22 

Raymond Simon, 
of Arkansas, to be Assistant Secretary for Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education, Depart-
ment of Education, vice Susan B. Neuman, 
resigned. 

Submitted September 23 

Cynthia Boich, 
of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation for National 
and Community Service for a term expiring 
October 6, 2007, vice Thomas Ehrlich, term 
expired. 

Louis Guirola, Jr., 
of Mississippi, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Southern District of Mississippi, vice 
Walter J. Gex III, retiring. 

Judith C. Herrera, 
of New Mexico, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the District of New Mexico, vice James 
A. Parker, retired. 

David L. Huber, 
of Kentucky, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of Kentucky for the term 
of 4 years, vice Stephen Beville Pence, re-
signed. 

Dorothy A. Johnson, 
of Michigan, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation for National 

and Community Service for a term expiring 
October 6, 2007 (reappointment). 

Henry Lozano, 
of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Corporation for National 
and Community Service for a term expiring 
October 6, 2008, vice Christopher C. Galla-
gher, term expiring. 

Bernice Phillips, 
of New York, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Legal Services Corpora-
tion for a term expiring July 13, 2005, vice 
Maria Luisa Mercado, term expired. 

Submitted September 25 

Gregory E. Jackson, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of 15 years, 
vice Mildred M. Edwards, retired. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released September 20 

Statement by the Press Secretary: One Hun-
dred Years of Diplomatic Relations With 
Bulgaria 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Delaware 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the District of Columbia 

Released September 22 

Transcript of a press briefing by Faith-Based 
and Community Initiatives Office Director 
Jim Towey, Labor Secretary Elaine L. Chao, 
Housing and Urban Development Secretary 
Mel R. Martinez, and Health and Human 
Services Deputy Secretary Claude Allen 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice on the 
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President’s upcoming visit to the United Na-
tions General Assembly 

Fact sheet: White House Office of Faith- 
Based and Community Initiatives 

Released September 23 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
President Carlo Ciampi of Italy 

Advance text of the President’s address to 
the United Nations General Assembly 

Released September 24 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New Jersey 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Michigan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Delaware 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Ohio 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to West Virginia 

Released September 25 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: State Visit 
to the United Kingdom 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
death of Akila Hashimi, member of the Gov-
erning Council of Iraq 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 13 

Released September 26 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved September 25 

H.R. 13 / Public Law 108–81 
Museum and Library Services Act of 2003 


